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2018 - Committee 

• President Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

• Vice President Pat McCabe 

• Secretary Kerry Holmes (Wallis) & Rae Milfull (Cooper) 

• Treasurer Margaret Smith 

• Assistant Treasurer/Membership Chris Lamb (McNicol) 

• Events Co-Ordinator – Kerry Holmes (Wallis) LCDR Sue Wheeler RANR 

• DVA Liaison –Pat McCabe 

• Website Manager - Pat McCabe 

• Facebook - Rose Van Dijk (Wood) 

 

2018 - Committee members 

• Sarra-Jane Gill 

• Sigi Kropp 

 

2018 - Ex-Officio  

• Scrapbook /Librarian -  Sigi Kropp (Engel) 

• Historian – Joan Henstock (Reynolds) 

 

Summary of 2018  

This year has been full of activities and a busy one for all.  On ANZAC Day Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

attended the Centenary of Villers-Bretonneux in France, while the ACT WRANS participated in the By the Left’ 
initiative by marching with the women’s veterans’ contingent. 

 

To encourage social contact we started informal morning teas on the first Wednesday of the month but after 

feedback, we will move the morning tea to first Thursday of the month at Tulips.  The first morning tea will 

be 1030 hours on the 7th February 2019.  In addition, informal lunches will continue to be held on 3rd Sunday 

of each month.  These lunches and morning teas are fun activities and enable members to get together in an 

informal atmosphere and enjoy each other’s company; especially for those who are unable to attend the night 

time activities.  Please note that spouses, family and friends are also welcome to come to the morning teas and 

lunches. 

Unfortunately, some of our members have had injuries during 2018 - Elinor Swan, Beth Roberts and Janice 

Stewart had falls while Rose Van Dijk had a foot operation.  Please take care and let the committee know if we 

can help in any way. 

 

We are now trying to stay in contact with people through Facebook, email and post. 

 

Rehabilitation Medical Authority presentation 

 

November - December 2018 
 

WRANS - Naval Women Association (ACT) 
 

Activities  
 

Events/Representations 
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On 2nd November, Pauline Gribble (McCormick) attended the Rehabilitation Medical Authority (RMA) 

presentation by Paul Murdoch (Registrar, RMA) at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, 27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2606.  The RMA determines the Statement of Principles (SoPs) for any disease, injury or death 

that maybe related to military service based on sound medical-scientific evidence.  RSL advocates and 

representatives from Ex-Service Associations attended the presentation. 

Informal Coffee Morning 
        

 

On 7th November, five of us braved the wet weather to attend the 

informal morning tea at  

Tulips in Pialligo.  The conversation was lively, and the coffee and 

food were good.  Please let Pauline Gribble know if you are unable 

to come due to lack of transport as there are usually spare seats in 

her car. 

62,000 poppies were packed away at the Australian War Memorial 

12th November, Pauline Gribble helped remove the 62000 poppies from the Australian War Memorial (AWM).  

Given the poppies spent five weeks in the open only a few were lost to the weather, however some people who 

viewed the poppies in the ground decided that the poppies would look better in their own homes without payment.   

 

The poppies were cleaned and placed in bunches for sale from the AWM and the proceeds will go to Legacy.  

There is still a collection of poppies on display in Parliament 

House, which will be removed in February 2019. 

General Meeting 
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On 12th November, a general meeting was held at the Southern Cross Club, Woden.  It gave members the 

opportunity to catch up and discuss the relevant issues.  If you would like to attend these meetings and are unable 

to attend due to lack of transport, please let the committee know as we may be able to organise a pickup. 

Women’s Veterans Network Canberra – informal morning tea 

 

 

 

 

 

On 18th November, Janice Stewart (Odgers) and 

Pauline Gribble attended the Women’s Veterans 

Network Canberra (WVNA) morning tea at 

Poppies café at the AWM.  A small number 

attended and we discussed their experiences at 

the Invictus Games in October.  

We also had the opportunity to chat with the veterans craft group who are now switching from making poppies 

to another community craft project. 

 

Informal lunch 

 

On 18th November, a WRANS informal lunch was held at the 

Ainslie Football club.  The interaction was lively with plenty of 

relaxed banter.  Again, please let Pauline Gribble know if you 

are unable to come due to lack of transport as there are usually 

spare seats in her car.  

 

 

 

Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) Grant sessions 

 

On the 22nd November, Pauline Gribble and Pat McCabe attended the Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) 

grants session held at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, Holder.  The session was both interesting and 

lively.   

 

This session was used as a basis to educate advocates and organisations on how to apply for the various grants.  

However, while there are many different types of grants the WRANS (ACT) do not have insurance, which is one 

criteria that is required to receive certain types of grants.  Up for discussion in our 2019 meetings. 
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NSW WRANS Christmas Lunch 

On the 24th November, 

Trish Goddard (Thurston), 

Heather Milward (Gunner) 

and Pauline Gribble 

attended the NSW 

WRANS Christmas lunch, 

held at St Stephens 

Church, Sydney and 

catered by the ladies from 

the church.   

 

We enjoyed the trip found it 

a worthwhile event to catch 

up with old and new 

friends.  We travelled to 

Campbelltown train station, parked the car and travelled by train into the city.  

Very easy and there is nothing like an early morning road trip with ex WRANS to start the day. 

 

The (ad) venture of the WRANS scarf 

As some of you can attest the WRANS scarf (pictured) was a gift to the ladies who attended the Melbourne 

WRANS reunion in 2014.  While representing the WRANS ACT in different roles Pauline Gribble has been 

wearing her scarf, which many have commented on and asked where they could obtain one. 

 

And so the adventure begins…  

 

Pauline contacted the Victorian WRANS Association on Facebook and explained that she wanted five scarves 

for the WWII WRANS in the ACT WRANS Association to give as a gift.  Without hesitation, the VIC WRANS 

agreed to make/sell more but little did they realise – like Pauline – how big a project it would become.  Pauline 

received the scarves and so did many other ladies.  

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank 

the Victorian 

WRANS Association 

for taking up the 

challenge in 

supplying the scarves 

- we will all forever 

be grateful to them.  
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World War II WRANS 

 

                           

 

There are four World War II WRANS among our numbers in the WRANS ACT Association.  This year we gave 

each one a scarf as a memento of their service.  Liz Watts (NSW WRANS) ensured that Jean Nysen (McKenzie) 

and Elinor Swan (Douglas) received their scarves and Merle Hare (Storrie) received hers at the WRANS (ACT) 

Christmas dinner.  Kerry Holmes (Wallis) will ensure that Florence Heller (St John) receives hers.  

Pauline received lovely notes of appreciation from the ladies.  They were thrilled that we still consider the WWII 

veterans as an important part of our association. 

 

December 

 

Informal coffee morning  

 

On 5th December, an informal coffee morning was scheduled, however, due to ill health I was unable to attend.  

I would like to apologise to those ladies that may have attended and felt abandoned.   

 

Please note:  Informal coffee mornings for 2019 will be on Thursday mornings.  The first Thursday of every 

month commencing 1030 at Tulips in Pialligo.  We recognise that not everyone can attend but if you can come 

along and bring your friends, spouses and relatives – all welcome. 

 

WRANS Christmas dinner – Southern Cross Yacht Club - Yarralumla 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Jean Nysen      

Florence Heller 

Elinor Swan 

Merel Hare 
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On 

5th 

December, Kerry Holmes organised the WRANS ACT Christmas dinner at Yacht Club in Yarralumla.  We were 

fortunate to have a room to ourselves which enabled people to move around and chat among themselves.  By 

agreement of the dinner attendees, it was decided that the 2018 Secret Santa was a donation to a local charity 

Orange Sky Australia.   

 

 

You've helped us provide clean clothes and conversation... Thank You 

Thank you WRANS Naval Women's Association (ACT) for your recent donation of $205 to Orange Sky 
Australia. Your incredible generosity will directly contribute towards clean laundry, warm showers, and 
many hours of genuine and non-judgemental conversation with our friends on the street. 
 
We have added you to our monthly mailing list so you can keep up to date with what Orange Sky is up to and 
new, exciting developments that we have coming up.  Thank you for believing in us and helping us achieve 
our vision of positively connecting communities. 
 
It's the small things like clean clothes and conversation that can have such a huge impact on someone's day 
like Harry, who now has a roof over his head.  "They didn't just provide access to a free laundry service, they 
did much more than that. They gave me friendship, hope and someone to chat with." - Harry 
 
Your donation means so much to us, but so much more to our friends who have come to rely on us.  We look 
forward to updating you throughout the year with Orange Sky stories and the positive impact your donation 
is making to people's lives. 
 
 
Thank you for your support, 
Nic & Lucas 
Co-Founders, Orange Sky Australia 
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Naval Cadets - TS Canberra  

On 7th December, Kerry Holmes attended the parade for Naval Cadets 

of TS Canberra at HMAS Harman.  Kerry presented Cadet Able 

Seaman Mackenzie Brown with a certificate for the top female cadet 

for 2018.   

During 2018, Mackenzie completed Year 10 and was described as a 

diligent, ambitious and focussed person with a future career in the 

Navy.  We wish Mackenzie all the best in her chosen career.  

The WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) sponsors an 

annual award for the female cadet of the year cadet at TS Canberra – 

while previous years it has been a pen set, this year it was a medallion.  

WRNS lunch  

On 9th December, Chris Lamb (McNicol), Trish Goddard, 

Heather Milward and Pauline Gribble attended the WRNS 

Christmas lunch.  This lunch was held at a private home in 

Isabella Plains.  It was a happy and relaxed lunch with 

spouses in attendance.  

The iced fruitcake and pudding with brandy butter were made from scratch and were just yummy. Sorry ladies - 

no leftovers. 

Merle Hare – Happy 99th birthday – 20 January 2019 

Merle turns 99 years old is on 20th January 2019 and we will have a lunch for her at 

the Ainslie football club near that date given that is Merle’s local club.  If you are able 

to come it would be appreciated in helping Merle celebrate this milestone.  We will 

send out an email /Facebook announcement reflecting the date  

2019- Upcoming events 

January 

• 15 January 2019 – Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• Thursday 24 January at 1200 – Ainslie football club – Merle’s 99th birthday  

February 

• 5 February 2019 - Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• 11 February 2019 – AGM – 1800 at the Sth Cross Club Woden 
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The next WRANS reunion will be held in Perth between 27 - 30 August 2020. 

http://www.wranswa.org.au/wrans-ran-perth-reunion-27-30-august-2020/ 
 

WRANS - RAN Women’s Association WA 
 

warmly invites you to Perth for the 2020 National Reunion 

27th August – 30th August 2020. 
 
Expressions of interest to be returned by email to: - reunion2020@bigpond.com 
Or post to 
 
Reunion 2020, PO Box 3094,  

Mandurah East. 6210 
 
Registrations will commence in January 2020. 
 

Name:……………………………………. 
 
Maiden Name:……………………………………….. 
 
Service No:……………………………………….. 
Years of Service:……………………………………. 
 

Contact Details: (Address, email or phone no) 

……………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………….……………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Please pass this Newsletter along to your Navy friends for information. 

WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 
EVENTS PROGRAM 2019 

DATE TIME FUNCTION VENUE RSVP 

Mon 11Feb 1800 

General Meeting  

Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

followed by the AGM and Dinner Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1000 

ANZAC Day March  

TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Please arrive prior to 1000. Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1230 ANZAC Day Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 13 
May 

1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 15 June 1230 Mid-Winter Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 12 Aug 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1100 Annual WRANS Commemoration Service 
WRANS Memorial at HMAS 
HARMAN 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1230 Lunch following Memorial Ceremony TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Mon 11 Nov 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Wed 11 
Dec  

1830 Christmas Dinner TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 2019 
Membership renewals are now due so if you have not already done so, could you please 

pay your annual membership subscription of $20.00 before the next Annual General 
Meeting either by – 
 

cash or by cheque made out to the WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) and 
forwarded to  

 

The Treasurer,  
WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT),  

PO Box 402,  
WODEN ACT 2606  
 
or if you prefer you could pay online by direct transfer. The account details are – 
 

BSB Number    633000  

Account number 120 827 027  

Account name  WRANS - Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 

 
Payee Reference – your Surname/Mship 2019 

 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME JOINING FEE IS $10.00 PLUS THE 
ANNUAL $20.00 SUBSCRIPTION  

(Application Form on website)  
INVITE YOUR NAVY FRIENDS ALONG TO OUR MEETINGS! 

 

Personal Details - New email address – have you moved?    
We need to continually update our contact details so if you have changed address, email 

etc., would you please complete the following and either return it to the Membership 

Secretary, PO Box 402, Woden ACT 2606 or hand it in at the next General Meeting. 
 

PERSONAL DETAILS – UPDATE 

 
Surname   ……………………………………………     Given Names …………………………………………… 

Address    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Telephone (Home) ………………………………….   (Work)  ……………………………………………… 

                (Mobile) ………………………………….  
(Email address) ………………………………………………………………. 
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2018 - Committee 

• President Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

• Vice President Pat McCabe 

• Secretary Kerry Holmes (Wallis) & Rae Milfull (Cooper) 

• Treasurer Margaret Smith 

• Assistant Treasurer/Membership Chris Lamb (McNicol) 

• Events Co-Ordinator – Kerry Holmes (Wallis) LCDR Sue Wheeler RANR 

• DVA Liaison –Pat McCabe 

• Website Manager - Pat McCabe 

• Facebook - Rose Van Dijk (Wood) 

 

2018 - Committee members 

• Sarra-Jane Gill 

• Sigi Kropp 

 

2018 - Ex-Officio  

• Scrapbook /Librarian -  Sigi Kropp (Engel) 

• Historian – Joan Henstock (Reynolds) 

 

Summary of 2018  

This year has been full of activities and a busy one for all.  On ANZAC Day Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

attended the Centenary of Villers-Bretonneux in France, while the ACT WRANS participated in the By the Left’ 
initiative by marching with the women’s veterans’ contingent. 

 

To encourage social contact we started informal morning teas on the first Wednesday of the month but after 

feedback, we will move the morning tea to first Thursday of the month at Tulips.  The first morning tea will 

be 1030 hours on the 7th February 2019.  In addition, informal lunches will continue to be held on 3rd Sunday 

of each month.  These lunches and morning teas are fun activities and enable members to get together in an 

informal atmosphere and enjoy each other’s company; especially for those who are unable to attend the night 

time activities.  Please note that spouses, family and friends are also welcome to come to the morning teas and 

lunches. 

Unfortunately, some of our members have had injuries during 2018 - Elinor Swan, Beth Roberts and Janice 

Stewart had falls while Rose Van Dijk had a foot operation.  Please take care and let the committee know if we 

can help in any way. 

 

We are now trying to stay in contact with people through Facebook, email and post. 

 

Rehabilitation Medical Authority presentation 

 

November - December 2018 
 

WRANS - Naval Women Association (ACT) 
 

Activities  
 

Events/Representations 
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On 2nd November, Pauline Gribble (McCormick) attended the Rehabilitation Medical Authority (RMA) 

presentation by Paul Murdoch (Registrar, RMA) at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, 27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2606.  The RMA determines the Statement of Principles (SoPs) for any disease, injury or death 

that maybe related to military service based on sound medical-scientific evidence.  RSL advocates and 

representatives from Ex-Service Associations attended the presentation. 

Informal Coffee Morning 
        

 

On 7th November, five of us braved the wet weather to attend the 

informal morning tea at  

Tulips in Pialligo.  The conversation was lively, and the coffee and 

food were good.  Please let Pauline Gribble know if you are unable 

to come due to lack of transport as there are usually spare seats in 

her car. 

62,000 poppies were packed away at the Australian War Memorial 

12th November, Pauline Gribble helped remove the 62000 poppies from the Australian War Memorial (AWM).  

Given the poppies spent five weeks in the open only a few were lost to the weather, however some people who 

viewed the poppies in the ground decided that the poppies would look better in their own homes without payment.   

 

The poppies were cleaned and placed in bunches for sale from the AWM and the proceeds will go to Legacy.  

There is still a collection of poppies on display in Parliament 

House, which will be removed in February 2019. 

General Meeting 
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On 12th November, a general meeting was held at the Southern Cross Club, Woden.  It gave members the 

opportunity to catch up and discuss the relevant issues.  If you would like to attend these meetings and are unable 

to attend due to lack of transport, please let the committee know as we may be able to organise a pickup. 

Women’s Veterans Network Canberra – informal morning tea 

 

 

 

 

 

On 18th November, Janice Stewart (Odgers) and 

Pauline Gribble attended the Women’s Veterans 

Network Canberra (WVNA) morning tea at 

Poppies café at the AWM.  A small number 

attended and we discussed their experiences at 

the Invictus Games in October.  

We also had the opportunity to chat with the veterans craft group who are now switching from making poppies 

to another community craft project. 

 

Informal lunch 

 

On 18th November, a WRANS informal lunch was held at the 

Ainslie Football club.  The interaction was lively with plenty of 

relaxed banter.  Again, please let Pauline Gribble know if you 

are unable to come due to lack of transport as there are usually 

spare seats in her car.  

 

 

 

Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) Grant sessions 

 

On the 22nd November, Pauline Gribble and Pat McCabe attended the Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) 

grants session held at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, Holder.  The session was both interesting and 

lively.   

 

This session was used as a basis to educate advocates and organisations on how to apply for the various grants.  

However, while there are many different types of grants the WRANS (ACT) do not have insurance, which is one 

criteria that is required to receive certain types of grants.  Up for discussion in our 2019 meetings. 
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NSW WRANS Christmas Lunch 

On the 24th November, 

Trish Goddard (Thurston), 

Heather Milward (Gunner) 

and Pauline Gribble 

attended the NSW 

WRANS Christmas lunch, 

held at St Stephens 

Church, Sydney and 

catered by the ladies from 

the church.   

 

We enjoyed the trip found it 

a worthwhile event to catch 

up with old and new 

friends.  We travelled to 

Campbelltown train station, parked the car and travelled by train into the city.  

Very easy and there is nothing like an early morning road trip with ex WRANS to start the day. 

 

The (ad) venture of the WRANS scarf 

As some of you can attest the WRANS scarf (pictured) was a gift to the ladies who attended the Melbourne 

WRANS reunion in 2014.  While representing the WRANS ACT in different roles Pauline Gribble has been 

wearing her scarf, which many have commented on and asked where they could obtain one. 

 

And so the adventure begins…  

 

Pauline contacted the Victorian WRANS Association on Facebook and explained that she wanted five scarves 

for the WWII WRANS in the ACT WRANS Association to give as a gift.  Without hesitation, the VIC WRANS 

agreed to make/sell more but little did they realise – like Pauline – how big a project it would become.  Pauline 

received the scarves and so did many other ladies.  

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank 

the Victorian 

WRANS Association 

for taking up the 

challenge in 

supplying the scarves 

- we will all forever 

be grateful to them.  
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World War II WRANS 

 

                           

 

There are four World War II WRANS among our numbers in the WRANS ACT Association.  This year we gave 

each one a scarf as a memento of their service.  Liz Watts (NSW WRANS) ensured that Jean Nysen (McKenzie) 

and Elinor Swan (Douglas) received their scarves and Merle Hare (Storrie) received hers at the WRANS (ACT) 

Christmas dinner.  Kerry Holmes (Wallis) will ensure that Florence Heller (St John) receives hers.  

Pauline received lovely notes of appreciation from the ladies.  They were thrilled that we still consider the WWII 

veterans as an important part of our association. 

 

December 

 

Informal coffee morning  

 

On 5th December, an informal coffee morning was scheduled, however, due to ill health I was unable to attend.  

I would like to apologise to those ladies that may have attended and felt abandoned.   

 

Please note:  Informal coffee mornings for 2019 will be on Thursday mornings.  The first Thursday of every 

month commencing 1030 at Tulips in Pialligo.  We recognise that not everyone can attend but if you can come 

along and bring your friends, spouses and relatives – all welcome. 

 

WRANS Christmas dinner – Southern Cross Yacht Club - Yarralumla 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Jean Nysen      

Florence Heller 

Elinor Swan 

Merel Hare 
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On 

5th 

December, Kerry Holmes organised the WRANS ACT Christmas dinner at Yacht Club in Yarralumla.  We were 

fortunate to have a room to ourselves which enabled people to move around and chat among themselves.  By 

agreement of the dinner attendees, it was decided that the 2018 Secret Santa was a donation to a local charity 

Orange Sky Australia.   

 

 

You've helped us provide clean clothes and conversation... Thank You 

Thank you WRANS Naval Women's Association (ACT) for your recent donation of $205 to Orange Sky 
Australia. Your incredible generosity will directly contribute towards clean laundry, warm showers, and 
many hours of genuine and non-judgemental conversation with our friends on the street. 
 
We have added you to our monthly mailing list so you can keep up to date with what Orange Sky is up to and 
new, exciting developments that we have coming up.  Thank you for believing in us and helping us achieve 
our vision of positively connecting communities. 
 
It's the small things like clean clothes and conversation that can have such a huge impact on someone's day 
like Harry, who now has a roof over his head.  "They didn't just provide access to a free laundry service, they 
did much more than that. They gave me friendship, hope and someone to chat with." - Harry 
 
Your donation means so much to us, but so much more to our friends who have come to rely on us.  We look 
forward to updating you throughout the year with Orange Sky stories and the positive impact your donation 
is making to people's lives. 
 
 
Thank you for your support, 
Nic & Lucas 
Co-Founders, Orange Sky Australia 
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Naval Cadets - TS Canberra  

On 7th December, Kerry Holmes attended the parade for Naval Cadets 

of TS Canberra at HMAS Harman.  Kerry presented Cadet Able 

Seaman Mackenzie Brown with a certificate for the top female cadet 

for 2018.   

During 2018, Mackenzie completed Year 10 and was described as a 

diligent, ambitious and focussed person with a future career in the 

Navy.  We wish Mackenzie all the best in her chosen career.  

The WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) sponsors an 

annual award for the female cadet of the year cadet at TS Canberra – 

while previous years it has been a pen set, this year it was a medallion.  

WRNS lunch  

On 9th December, Chris Lamb (McNicol), Trish Goddard, 

Heather Milward and Pauline Gribble attended the WRNS 

Christmas lunch.  This lunch was held at a private home in 

Isabella Plains.  It was a happy and relaxed lunch with 

spouses in attendance.  

The iced fruitcake and pudding with brandy butter were made from scratch and were just yummy. Sorry ladies - 

no leftovers. 

Merle Hare – Happy 99th birthday – 20 January 2019 

Merle turns 99 years old is on 20th January 2019 and we will have a lunch for her at 

the Ainslie football club near that date given that is Merle’s local club.  If you are able 

to come it would be appreciated in helping Merle celebrate this milestone.  We will 

send out an email /Facebook announcement reflecting the date  

2019- Upcoming events 

January 

• 15 January 2019 – Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• Thursday 24 January at 1200 – Ainslie football club – Merle’s 99th birthday  

February 

• 5 February 2019 - Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• 11 February 2019 – AGM – 1800 at the Sth Cross Club Woden 
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The next WRANS reunion will be held in Perth between 27 - 30 August 2020. 

http://www.wranswa.org.au/wrans-ran-perth-reunion-27-30-august-2020/ 
 

WRANS - RAN Women’s Association WA 
 

warmly invites you to Perth for the 2020 National Reunion 

27th August – 30th August 2020. 
 
Expressions of interest to be returned by email to: - reunion2020@bigpond.com 
Or post to 
 
Reunion 2020, PO Box 3094,  

Mandurah East. 6210 
 
Registrations will commence in January 2020. 
 

Name:……………………………………. 
 
Maiden Name:……………………………………….. 
 
Service No:……………………………………….. 
Years of Service:……………………………………. 
 

Contact Details: (Address, email or phone no) 

……………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………….……………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Please pass this Newsletter along to your Navy friends for information. 

WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 
EVENTS PROGRAM 2019 

DATE TIME FUNCTION VENUE RSVP 

Mon 11Feb 1800 

General Meeting  

Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

followed by the AGM and Dinner Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1000 

ANZAC Day March  

TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Please arrive prior to 1000. Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1230 ANZAC Day Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 13 
May 

1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 15 June 1230 Mid-Winter Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 12 Aug 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1100 Annual WRANS Commemoration Service 
WRANS Memorial at HMAS 
HARMAN 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1230 Lunch following Memorial Ceremony TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Mon 11 Nov 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Wed 11 
Dec  

1830 Christmas Dinner TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 2019 
Membership renewals are now due so if you have not already done so, could you please 

pay your annual membership subscription of $20.00 before the next Annual General 
Meeting either by – 
 

cash or by cheque made out to the WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) and 
forwarded to  

 

The Treasurer,  
WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT),  

PO Box 402,  
WODEN ACT 2606  
 
or if you prefer you could pay online by direct transfer. The account details are – 
 

BSB Number    633000  

Account number 120 827 027  

Account name  WRANS - Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 

 
Payee Reference – your Surname/Mship 2019 

 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME JOINING FEE IS $10.00 PLUS THE 
ANNUAL $20.00 SUBSCRIPTION  

(Application Form on website)  
INVITE YOUR NAVY FRIENDS ALONG TO OUR MEETINGS! 

 

Personal Details - New email address – have you moved?    
We need to continually update our contact details so if you have changed address, email 

etc., would you please complete the following and either return it to the Membership 

Secretary, PO Box 402, Woden ACT 2606 or hand it in at the next General Meeting. 
 

PERSONAL DETAILS – UPDATE 

 
Surname   ……………………………………………     Given Names …………………………………………… 

Address    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Telephone (Home) ………………………………….   (Work)  ……………………………………………… 

                (Mobile) ………………………………….  
(Email address) ………………………………………………………………. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONG    
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2018 - Committee 

• President Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

• Vice President Pat McCabe 

• Secretary Kerry Holmes (Wallis) & Rae Milfull (Cooper) 

• Treasurer Margaret Smith 

• Assistant Treasurer/Membership Chris Lamb (McNicol) 

• Events Co-Ordinator – Kerry Holmes (Wallis) LCDR Sue Wheeler RANR 

• DVA Liaison –Pat McCabe 

• Website Manager - Pat McCabe 

• Facebook - Rose Van Dijk (Wood) 

 

2018 - Committee members 

• Sarra-Jane Gill 

• Sigi Kropp 

 

2018 - Ex-Officio  

• Scrapbook /Librarian -  Sigi Kropp (Engel) 

• Historian – Joan Henstock (Reynolds) 

 

Summary of 2018  

This year has been full of activities and a busy one for all.  On ANZAC Day Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

attended the Centenary of Villers-Bretonneux in France, while the ACT WRANS participated in the By the Left’ 
initiative by marching with the women’s veterans’ contingent. 

 

To encourage social contact we started informal morning teas on the first Wednesday of the month but after 

feedback, we will move the morning tea to first Thursday of the month at Tulips.  The first morning tea will 

be 1030 hours on the 7th February 2019.  In addition, informal lunches will continue to be held on 3rd Sunday 

of each month.  These lunches and morning teas are fun activities and enable members to get together in an 

informal atmosphere and enjoy each other’s company; especially for those who are unable to attend the night 

time activities.  Please note that spouses, family and friends are also welcome to come to the morning teas and 

lunches. 

Unfortunately, some of our members have had injuries during 2018 - Elinor Swan, Beth Roberts and Janice 

Stewart had falls while Rose Van Dijk had a foot operation.  Please take care and let the committee know if we 

can help in any way. 

 

We are now trying to stay in contact with people through Facebook, email and post. 

 

Rehabilitation Medical Authority presentation 

 

November - December 2018 
 

WRANS - Naval Women Association (ACT) 
 

Activities  
 

Events/Representations 
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On 2nd November, Pauline Gribble (McCormick) attended the Rehabilitation Medical Authority (RMA) 

presentation by Paul Murdoch (Registrar, RMA) at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, 27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2606.  The RMA determines the Statement of Principles (SoPs) for any disease, injury or death 

that maybe related to military service based on sound medical-scientific evidence.  RSL advocates and 

representatives from Ex-Service Associations attended the presentation. 

Informal Coffee Morning 
        

 

On 7th November, five of us braved the wet weather to attend the 

informal morning tea at  

Tulips in Pialligo.  The conversation was lively, and the coffee and 

food were good.  Please let Pauline Gribble know if you are unable 

to come due to lack of transport as there are usually spare seats in 

her car. 

62,000 poppies were packed away at the Australian War Memorial 

12th November, Pauline Gribble helped remove the 62000 poppies from the Australian War Memorial (AWM).  

Given the poppies spent five weeks in the open only a few were lost to the weather, however some people who 

viewed the poppies in the ground decided that the poppies would look better in their own homes without payment.   

 

The poppies were cleaned and placed in bunches for sale from the AWM and the proceeds will go to Legacy.  

There is still a collection of poppies on display in Parliament 

House, which will be removed in February 2019. 

General Meeting 
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On 12th November, a general meeting was held at the Southern Cross Club, Woden.  It gave members the 

opportunity to catch up and discuss the relevant issues.  If you would like to attend these meetings and are unable 

to attend due to lack of transport, please let the committee know as we may be able to organise a pickup. 

Women’s Veterans Network Canberra – informal morning tea 

 

 

 

 

 

On 18th November, Janice Stewart (Odgers) and 

Pauline Gribble attended the Women’s Veterans 

Network Canberra (WVNA) morning tea at 

Poppies café at the AWM.  A small number 

attended and we discussed their experiences at 

the Invictus Games in October.  

We also had the opportunity to chat with the veterans craft group who are now switching from making poppies 

to another community craft project. 

 

Informal lunch 

 

On 18th November, a WRANS informal lunch was held at the 

Ainslie Football club.  The interaction was lively with plenty of 

relaxed banter.  Again, please let Pauline Gribble know if you 

are unable to come due to lack of transport as there are usually 

spare seats in her car.  

 

 

 

Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) Grant sessions 

 

On the 22nd November, Pauline Gribble and Pat McCabe attended the Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) 

grants session held at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, Holder.  The session was both interesting and 

lively.   

 

This session was used as a basis to educate advocates and organisations on how to apply for the various grants.  

However, while there are many different types of grants the WRANS (ACT) do not have insurance, which is one 

criteria that is required to receive certain types of grants.  Up for discussion in our 2019 meetings. 
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NSW WRANS Christmas Lunch 

On the 24th November, 

Trish Goddard (Thurston), 

Heather Milward (Gunner) 

and Pauline Gribble 

attended the NSW 

WRANS Christmas lunch, 

held at St Stephens 

Church, Sydney and 

catered by the ladies from 

the church.   

 

We enjoyed the trip found it 

a worthwhile event to catch 

up with old and new 

friends.  We travelled to 

Campbelltown train station, parked the car and travelled by train into the city.  

Very easy and there is nothing like an early morning road trip with ex WRANS to start the day. 

 

The (ad) venture of the WRANS scarf 

As some of you can attest the WRANS scarf (pictured) was a gift to the ladies who attended the Melbourne 

WRANS reunion in 2014.  While representing the WRANS ACT in different roles Pauline Gribble has been 

wearing her scarf, which many have commented on and asked where they could obtain one. 

 

And so the adventure begins…  

 

Pauline contacted the Victorian WRANS Association on Facebook and explained that she wanted five scarves 

for the WWII WRANS in the ACT WRANS Association to give as a gift.  Without hesitation, the VIC WRANS 

agreed to make/sell more but little did they realise – like Pauline – how big a project it would become.  Pauline 

received the scarves and so did many other ladies.  

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank 

the Victorian 

WRANS Association 

for taking up the 

challenge in 

supplying the scarves 

- we will all forever 

be grateful to them.  
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World War II WRANS 

 

                           

 

There are four World War II WRANS among our numbers in the WRANS ACT Association.  This year we gave 

each one a scarf as a memento of their service.  Liz Watts (NSW WRANS) ensured that Jean Nysen (McKenzie) 

and Elinor Swan (Douglas) received their scarves and Merle Hare (Storrie) received hers at the WRANS (ACT) 

Christmas dinner.  Kerry Holmes (Wallis) will ensure that Florence Heller (St John) receives hers.  

Pauline received lovely notes of appreciation from the ladies.  They were thrilled that we still consider the WWII 

veterans as an important part of our association. 

 

December 

 

Informal coffee morning  

 

On 5th December, an informal coffee morning was scheduled, however, due to ill health I was unable to attend.  

I would like to apologise to those ladies that may have attended and felt abandoned.   

 

Please note:  Informal coffee mornings for 2019 will be on Thursday mornings.  The first Thursday of every 

month commencing 1030 at Tulips in Pialligo.  We recognise that not everyone can attend but if you can come 

along and bring your friends, spouses and relatives – all welcome. 

 

WRANS Christmas dinner – Southern Cross Yacht Club - Yarralumla 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Jean Nysen      

Florence Heller 

Elinor Swan 

Merel Hare 
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On 

5th 

December, Kerry Holmes organised the WRANS ACT Christmas dinner at Yacht Club in Yarralumla.  We were 

fortunate to have a room to ourselves which enabled people to move around and chat among themselves.  By 

agreement of the dinner attendees, it was decided that the 2018 Secret Santa was a donation to a local charity 

Orange Sky Australia.   

 

 

You've helped us provide clean clothes and conversation... Thank You 

Thank you WRANS Naval Women's Association (ACT) for your recent donation of $205 to Orange Sky 
Australia. Your incredible generosity will directly contribute towards clean laundry, warm showers, and 
many hours of genuine and non-judgemental conversation with our friends on the street. 
 
We have added you to our monthly mailing list so you can keep up to date with what Orange Sky is up to and 
new, exciting developments that we have coming up.  Thank you for believing in us and helping us achieve 
our vision of positively connecting communities. 
 
It's the small things like clean clothes and conversation that can have such a huge impact on someone's day 
like Harry, who now has a roof over his head.  "They didn't just provide access to a free laundry service, they 
did much more than that. They gave me friendship, hope and someone to chat with." - Harry 
 
Your donation means so much to us, but so much more to our friends who have come to rely on us.  We look 
forward to updating you throughout the year with Orange Sky stories and the positive impact your donation 
is making to people's lives. 
 
 
Thank you for your support, 
Nic & Lucas 
Co-Founders, Orange Sky Australia 
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Naval Cadets - TS Canberra  

On 7th December, Kerry Holmes attended the parade for Naval Cadets 

of TS Canberra at HMAS Harman.  Kerry presented Cadet Able 

Seaman Mackenzie Brown with a certificate for the top female cadet 

for 2018.   

During 2018, Mackenzie completed Year 10 and was described as a 

diligent, ambitious and focussed person with a future career in the 

Navy.  We wish Mackenzie all the best in her chosen career.  

The WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) sponsors an 

annual award for the female cadet of the year cadet at TS Canberra – 

while previous years it has been a pen set, this year it was a medallion.  

WRNS lunch  

On 9th December, Chris Lamb (McNicol), Trish Goddard, 

Heather Milward and Pauline Gribble attended the WRNS 

Christmas lunch.  This lunch was held at a private home in 

Isabella Plains.  It was a happy and relaxed lunch with 

spouses in attendance.  

The iced fruitcake and pudding with brandy butter were made from scratch and were just yummy. Sorry ladies - 

no leftovers. 

Merle Hare – Happy 99th birthday – 20 January 2019 

Merle turns 99 years old is on 20th January 2019 and we will have a lunch for her at 

the Ainslie football club near that date given that is Merle’s local club.  If you are able 

to come it would be appreciated in helping Merle celebrate this milestone.  We will 

send out an email /Facebook announcement reflecting the date  

2019- Upcoming events 

January 

• 15 January 2019 – Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• Thursday 24 January at 1200 – Ainslie football club – Merle’s 99th birthday  

February 

• 5 February 2019 - Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• 11 February 2019 – AGM – 1800 at the Sth Cross Club Woden 
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The next WRANS reunion will be held in Perth between 27 - 30 August 2020. 

http://www.wranswa.org.au/wrans-ran-perth-reunion-27-30-august-2020/ 
 

WRANS - RAN Women’s Association WA 
 

warmly invites you to Perth for the 2020 National Reunion 

27th August – 30th August 2020. 
 
Expressions of interest to be returned by email to: - reunion2020@bigpond.com 
Or post to 
 
Reunion 2020, PO Box 3094,  

Mandurah East. 6210 
 
Registrations will commence in January 2020. 
 

Name:……………………………………. 
 
Maiden Name:……………………………………….. 
 
Service No:……………………………………….. 
Years of Service:……………………………………. 
 

Contact Details: (Address, email or phone no) 

……………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………….……………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Please pass this Newsletter along to your Navy friends for information. 

WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 
EVENTS PROGRAM 2019 

DATE TIME FUNCTION VENUE RSVP 

Mon 11Feb 1800 

General Meeting  

Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

followed by the AGM and Dinner Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1000 

ANZAC Day March  

TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Please arrive prior to 1000. Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1230 ANZAC Day Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 13 
May 

1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 15 June 1230 Mid-Winter Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 12 Aug 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1100 Annual WRANS Commemoration Service 
WRANS Memorial at HMAS 
HARMAN 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1230 Lunch following Memorial Ceremony TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Mon 11 Nov 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Wed 11 
Dec  

1830 Christmas Dinner TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 2019 
Membership renewals are now due so if you have not already done so, could you please 

pay your annual membership subscription of $20.00 before the next Annual General 
Meeting either by – 
 

cash or by cheque made out to the WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) and 
forwarded to  

 

The Treasurer,  
WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT),  

PO Box 402,  
WODEN ACT 2606  
 
or if you prefer you could pay online by direct transfer. The account details are – 
 

BSB Number    633000  

Account number 120 827 027  

Account name  WRANS - Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 

 
Payee Reference – your Surname/Mship 2019 

 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME JOINING FEE IS $10.00 PLUS THE 
ANNUAL $20.00 SUBSCRIPTION  

(Application Form on website)  
INVITE YOUR NAVY FRIENDS ALONG TO OUR MEETINGS! 

 

Personal Details - New email address – have you moved?    
We need to continually update our contact details so if you have changed address, email 

etc., would you please complete the following and either return it to the Membership 

Secretary, PO Box 402, Woden ACT 2606 or hand it in at the next General Meeting. 
 

PERSONAL DETAILS – UPDATE 

 
Surname   ……………………………………………     Given Names …………………………………………… 

Address    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Telephone (Home) ………………………………….   (Work)  ……………………………………………… 

                (Mobile) ………………………………….  
(Email address) ………………………………………………………………. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONG    
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WRANS ACT – Seven WRANS on a trip to the Wild Brumby Distillery – 31st October 2018 
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Tel:    0407 039 947           Tel:   0412 122 527 
Email – president@wransact.org            Email – secretary@wransact.org 
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2018 - Committee 

• President Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

• Vice President Pat McCabe 

• Secretary Kerry Holmes (Wallis) & Rae Milfull (Cooper) 

• Treasurer Margaret Smith 

• Assistant Treasurer/Membership Chris Lamb (McNicol) 

• Events Co-Ordinator – Kerry Holmes (Wallis) LCDR Sue Wheeler RANR 

• DVA Liaison –Pat McCabe 

• Website Manager - Pat McCabe 

• Facebook - Rose Van Dijk (Wood) 

 

2018 - Committee members 

• Sarra-Jane Gill 

• Sigi Kropp 

 

2018 - Ex-Officio  

• Scrapbook /Librarian -  Sigi Kropp (Engel) 

• Historian – Joan Henstock (Reynolds) 

 

Summary of 2018  

This year has been full of activities and a busy one for all.  On ANZAC Day Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

attended the Centenary of Villers-Bretonneux in France, while the ACT WRANS participated in the By the Left’ 
initiative by marching with the women’s veterans’ contingent. 

 

To encourage social contact we started informal morning teas on the first Wednesday of the month but after 

feedback, we will move the morning tea to first Thursday of the month at Tulips.  The first morning tea will 

be 1030 hours on the 7th February 2019.  In addition, informal lunches will continue to be held on 3rd Sunday 

of each month.  These lunches and morning teas are fun activities and enable members to get together in an 

informal atmosphere and enjoy each other’s company; especially for those who are unable to attend the night 

time activities.  Please note that spouses, family and friends are also welcome to come to the morning teas and 

lunches. 

Unfortunately, some of our members have had injuries during 2018 - Elinor Swan, Beth Roberts and Janice 

Stewart had falls while Rose Van Dijk had a foot operation.  Please take care and let the committee know if we 

can help in any way. 

 

We are now trying to stay in contact with people through Facebook, email and post. 

 

Rehabilitation Medical Authority presentation 

 

November - December 2018 
 

WRANS - Naval Women Association (ACT) 
 

Activities  
 

Events/Representations 
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On 2nd November, Pauline Gribble (McCormick) attended the Rehabilitation Medical Authority (RMA) 

presentation by Paul Murdoch (Registrar, RMA) at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, 27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2606.  The RMA determines the Statement of Principles (SoPs) for any disease, injury or death 

that maybe related to military service based on sound medical-scientific evidence.  RSL advocates and 

representatives from Ex-Service Associations attended the presentation. 

Informal Coffee Morning 
        

 

On 7th November, five of us braved the wet weather to attend the 

informal morning tea at  

Tulips in Pialligo.  The conversation was lively, and the coffee and 

food were good.  Please let Pauline Gribble know if you are unable 

to come due to lack of transport as there are usually spare seats in 

her car. 

62,000 poppies were packed away at the Australian War Memorial 

12th November, Pauline Gribble helped remove the 62000 poppies from the Australian War Memorial (AWM).  

Given the poppies spent five weeks in the open only a few were lost to the weather, however some people who 

viewed the poppies in the ground decided that the poppies would look better in their own homes without payment.   

 

The poppies were cleaned and placed in bunches for sale from the AWM and the proceeds will go to Legacy.  

There is still a collection of poppies on display in Parliament 

House, which will be removed in February 2019. 

General Meeting 
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On 12th November, a general meeting was held at the Southern Cross Club, Woden.  It gave members the 

opportunity to catch up and discuss the relevant issues.  If you would like to attend these meetings and are unable 

to attend due to lack of transport, please let the committee know as we may be able to organise a pickup. 

Women’s Veterans Network Canberra – informal morning tea 

 

 

 

 

 

On 18th November, Janice Stewart (Odgers) and 

Pauline Gribble attended the Women’s Veterans 

Network Canberra (WVNA) morning tea at 

Poppies café at the AWM.  A small number 

attended and we discussed their experiences at 

the Invictus Games in October.  

We also had the opportunity to chat with the veterans craft group who are now switching from making poppies 

to another community craft project. 

 

Informal lunch 

 

On 18th November, a WRANS informal lunch was held at the 

Ainslie Football club.  The interaction was lively with plenty of 

relaxed banter.  Again, please let Pauline Gribble know if you 

are unable to come due to lack of transport as there are usually 

spare seats in her car.  

 

 

 

Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) Grant sessions 

 

On the 22nd November, Pauline Gribble and Pat McCabe attended the Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) 

grants session held at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, Holder.  The session was both interesting and 

lively.   

 

This session was used as a basis to educate advocates and organisations on how to apply for the various grants.  

However, while there are many different types of grants the WRANS (ACT) do not have insurance, which is one 

criteria that is required to receive certain types of grants.  Up for discussion in our 2019 meetings. 

 

  

 



5 

 

NSW WRANS Christmas Lunch 

On the 24th November, 

Trish Goddard (Thurston), 

Heather Milward (Gunner) 

and Pauline Gribble 

attended the NSW 

WRANS Christmas lunch, 

held at St Stephens 

Church, Sydney and 

catered by the ladies from 

the church.   

 

We enjoyed the trip found it 

a worthwhile event to catch 

up with old and new 

friends.  We travelled to 

Campbelltown train station, parked the car and travelled by train into the city.  

Very easy and there is nothing like an early morning road trip with ex WRANS to start the day. 

 

The (ad) venture of the WRANS scarf 

As some of you can attest the WRANS scarf (pictured) was a gift to the ladies who attended the Melbourne 

WRANS reunion in 2014.  While representing the WRANS ACT in different roles Pauline Gribble has been 

wearing her scarf, which many have commented on and asked where they could obtain one. 

 

And so the adventure begins…  

 

Pauline contacted the Victorian WRANS Association on Facebook and explained that she wanted five scarves 

for the WWII WRANS in the ACT WRANS Association to give as a gift.  Without hesitation, the VIC WRANS 

agreed to make/sell more but little did they realise – like Pauline – how big a project it would become.  Pauline 

received the scarves and so did many other ladies.  

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank 

the Victorian 

WRANS Association 

for taking up the 

challenge in 

supplying the scarves 

- we will all forever 

be grateful to them.  
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World War II WRANS 

 

                           

 

There are four World War II WRANS among our numbers in the WRANS ACT Association.  This year we gave 

each one a scarf as a memento of their service.  Liz Watts (NSW WRANS) ensured that Jean Nysen (McKenzie) 

and Elinor Swan (Douglas) received their scarves and Merle Hare (Storrie) received hers at the WRANS (ACT) 

Christmas dinner.  Kerry Holmes (Wallis) will ensure that Florence Heller (St John) receives hers.  

Pauline received lovely notes of appreciation from the ladies.  They were thrilled that we still consider the WWII 

veterans as an important part of our association. 

 

December 

 

Informal coffee morning  

 

On 5th December, an informal coffee morning was scheduled, however, due to ill health I was unable to attend.  

I would like to apologise to those ladies that may have attended and felt abandoned.   

 

Please note:  Informal coffee mornings for 2019 will be on Thursday mornings.  The first Thursday of every 

month commencing 1030 at Tulips in Pialligo.  We recognise that not everyone can attend but if you can come 

along and bring your friends, spouses and relatives – all welcome. 

 

WRANS Christmas dinner – Southern Cross Yacht Club - Yarralumla 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Jean Nysen      

Florence Heller 

Elinor Swan 

Merel Hare 
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On 

5th 

December, Kerry Holmes organised the WRANS ACT Christmas dinner at Yacht Club in Yarralumla.  We were 

fortunate to have a room to ourselves which enabled people to move around and chat among themselves.  By 

agreement of the dinner attendees, it was decided that the 2018 Secret Santa was a donation to a local charity 

Orange Sky Australia.   

 

 

You've helped us provide clean clothes and conversation... Thank You 

Thank you WRANS Naval Women's Association (ACT) for your recent donation of $205 to Orange Sky 
Australia. Your incredible generosity will directly contribute towards clean laundry, warm showers, and 
many hours of genuine and non-judgemental conversation with our friends on the street. 
 
We have added you to our monthly mailing list so you can keep up to date with what Orange Sky is up to and 
new, exciting developments that we have coming up.  Thank you for believing in us and helping us achieve 
our vision of positively connecting communities. 
 
It's the small things like clean clothes and conversation that can have such a huge impact on someone's day 
like Harry, who now has a roof over his head.  "They didn't just provide access to a free laundry service, they 
did much more than that. They gave me friendship, hope and someone to chat with." - Harry 
 
Your donation means so much to us, but so much more to our friends who have come to rely on us.  We look 
forward to updating you throughout the year with Orange Sky stories and the positive impact your donation 
is making to people's lives. 
 
 
Thank you for your support, 
Nic & Lucas 
Co-Founders, Orange Sky Australia 
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Naval Cadets - TS Canberra  

On 7th December, Kerry Holmes attended the parade for Naval Cadets 

of TS Canberra at HMAS Harman.  Kerry presented Cadet Able 

Seaman Mackenzie Brown with a certificate for the top female cadet 

for 2018.   

During 2018, Mackenzie completed Year 10 and was described as a 

diligent, ambitious and focussed person with a future career in the 

Navy.  We wish Mackenzie all the best in her chosen career.  

The WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) sponsors an 

annual award for the female cadet of the year cadet at TS Canberra – 

while previous years it has been a pen set, this year it was a medallion.  

WRNS lunch  

On 9th December, Chris Lamb (McNicol), Trish Goddard, 

Heather Milward and Pauline Gribble attended the WRNS 

Christmas lunch.  This lunch was held at a private home in 

Isabella Plains.  It was a happy and relaxed lunch with 

spouses in attendance.  

The iced fruitcake and pudding with brandy butter were made from scratch and were just yummy. Sorry ladies - 

no leftovers. 

Merle Hare – Happy 99th birthday – 20 January 2019 

Merle turns 99 years old is on 20th January 2019 and we will have a lunch for her at 

the Ainslie football club near that date given that is Merle’s local club.  If you are able 

to come it would be appreciated in helping Merle celebrate this milestone.  We will 

send out an email /Facebook announcement reflecting the date  

2019- Upcoming events 

January 

• 15 January 2019 – Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• Thursday 24 January at 1200 – Ainslie football club – Merle’s 99th birthday  

February 

• 5 February 2019 - Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• 11 February 2019 – AGM – 1800 at the Sth Cross Club Woden 
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The next WRANS reunion will be held in Perth between 27 - 30 August 2020. 

http://www.wranswa.org.au/wrans-ran-perth-reunion-27-30-august-2020/ 
 

WRANS - RAN Women’s Association WA 
 

warmly invites you to Perth for the 2020 National Reunion 

27th August – 30th August 2020. 
 
Expressions of interest to be returned by email to: - reunion2020@bigpond.com 
Or post to 
 
Reunion 2020, PO Box 3094,  

Mandurah East. 6210 
 
Registrations will commence in January 2020. 
 

Name:……………………………………. 
 
Maiden Name:……………………………………….. 
 
Service No:……………………………………….. 
Years of Service:……………………………………. 
 

Contact Details: (Address, email or phone no) 

……………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………….……………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Please pass this Newsletter along to your Navy friends for information. 

WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 
EVENTS PROGRAM 2019 

DATE TIME FUNCTION VENUE RSVP 

Mon 11Feb 1800 

General Meeting  

Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

followed by the AGM and Dinner Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1000 

ANZAC Day March  

TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Please arrive prior to 1000. Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1230 ANZAC Day Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 13 
May 

1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 15 June 1230 Mid-Winter Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 12 Aug 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1100 Annual WRANS Commemoration Service 
WRANS Memorial at HMAS 
HARMAN 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1230 Lunch following Memorial Ceremony TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Mon 11 Nov 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Wed 11 
Dec  

1830 Christmas Dinner TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 2019 
Membership renewals are now due so if you have not already done so, could you please 

pay your annual membership subscription of $20.00 before the next Annual General 
Meeting either by – 
 

cash or by cheque made out to the WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) and 
forwarded to  

 

The Treasurer,  
WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT),  

PO Box 402,  
WODEN ACT 2606  
 
or if you prefer you could pay online by direct transfer. The account details are – 
 

BSB Number    633000  

Account number 120 827 027  

Account name  WRANS - Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 

 
Payee Reference – your Surname/Mship 2019 

 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME JOINING FEE IS $10.00 PLUS THE 
ANNUAL $20.00 SUBSCRIPTION  

(Application Form on website)  
INVITE YOUR NAVY FRIENDS ALONG TO OUR MEETINGS! 

 

Personal Details - New email address – have you moved?    
We need to continually update our contact details so if you have changed address, email 

etc., would you please complete the following and either return it to the Membership 

Secretary, PO Box 402, Woden ACT 2606 or hand it in at the next General Meeting. 
 

PERSONAL DETAILS – UPDATE 

 
Surname   ……………………………………………     Given Names …………………………………………… 

Address    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Telephone (Home) ………………………………….   (Work)  ……………………………………………… 

                (Mobile) ………………………………….  
(Email address) ………………………………………………………………. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONG    
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WRANS ACT – Seven WRANS on a trip to the Wild Brumby Distillery – 31st October 2018 
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President: Mrs Pauline Gribble (McCormick)    Secretary: Mrs Kerry Holmes (Wallis) 

Tel:    0407 039 947           Tel:   0412 122 527 
Email – president@wransact.org            Email – secretary@wransact.org 

Christmas Dinner – Dec 2018 
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2018 - Committee 

• President Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

• Vice President Pat McCabe 

• Secretary Kerry Holmes (Wallis) & Rae Milfull (Cooper) 

• Treasurer Margaret Smith 

• Assistant Treasurer/Membership Chris Lamb (McNicol) 

• Events Co-Ordinator – Kerry Holmes (Wallis) LCDR Sue Wheeler RANR 

• DVA Liaison –Pat McCabe 

• Website Manager - Pat McCabe 

• Facebook - Rose Van Dijk (Wood) 

 

2018 - Committee members 

• Sarra-Jane Gill 

• Sigi Kropp 

 

2018 - Ex-Officio  

• Scrapbook /Librarian -  Sigi Kropp (Engel) 

• Historian – Joan Henstock (Reynolds) 

 

Summary of 2018  

This year has been full of activities and a busy one for all.  On ANZAC Day Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

attended the Centenary of Villers-Bretonneux in France, while the ACT WRANS participated in the By the Left’ 
initiative by marching with the women’s veterans’ contingent. 

 

To encourage social contact we started informal morning teas on the first Wednesday of the month but after 

feedback, we will move the morning tea to first Thursday of the month at Tulips.  The first morning tea will 

be 1030 hours on the 7th February 2019.  In addition, informal lunches will continue to be held on 3rd Sunday 

of each month.  These lunches and morning teas are fun activities and enable members to get together in an 

informal atmosphere and enjoy each other’s company; especially for those who are unable to attend the night 

time activities.  Please note that spouses, family and friends are also welcome to come to the morning teas and 

lunches. 

Unfortunately, some of our members have had injuries during 2018 - Elinor Swan, Beth Roberts and Janice 

Stewart had falls while Rose Van Dijk had a foot operation.  Please take care and let the committee know if we 

can help in any way. 

 

We are now trying to stay in contact with people through Facebook, email and post. 

 

Rehabilitation Medical Authority presentation 

 

November - December 2018 
 

WRANS - Naval Women Association (ACT) 
 

Activities  
 

Events/Representations 
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On 2nd November, Pauline Gribble (McCormick) attended the Rehabilitation Medical Authority (RMA) 

presentation by Paul Murdoch (Registrar, RMA) at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, 27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2606.  The RMA determines the Statement of Principles (SoPs) for any disease, injury or death 

that maybe related to military service based on sound medical-scientific evidence.  RSL advocates and 

representatives from Ex-Service Associations attended the presentation. 

Informal Coffee Morning 
        

 

On 7th November, five of us braved the wet weather to attend the 

informal morning tea at  

Tulips in Pialligo.  The conversation was lively, and the coffee and 

food were good.  Please let Pauline Gribble know if you are unable 

to come due to lack of transport as there are usually spare seats in 

her car. 

62,000 poppies were packed away at the Australian War Memorial 

12th November, Pauline Gribble helped remove the 62000 poppies from the Australian War Memorial (AWM).  

Given the poppies spent five weeks in the open only a few were lost to the weather, however some people who 

viewed the poppies in the ground decided that the poppies would look better in their own homes without payment.   

 

The poppies were cleaned and placed in bunches for sale from the AWM and the proceeds will go to Legacy.  

There is still a collection of poppies on display in Parliament 

House, which will be removed in February 2019. 

General Meeting 
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On 12th November, a general meeting was held at the Southern Cross Club, Woden.  It gave members the 

opportunity to catch up and discuss the relevant issues.  If you would like to attend these meetings and are unable 

to attend due to lack of transport, please let the committee know as we may be able to organise a pickup. 

Women’s Veterans Network Canberra – informal morning tea 

 

 

 

 

 

On 18th November, Janice Stewart (Odgers) and 

Pauline Gribble attended the Women’s Veterans 

Network Canberra (WVNA) morning tea at 

Poppies café at the AWM.  A small number 

attended and we discussed their experiences at 

the Invictus Games in October.  

We also had the opportunity to chat with the veterans craft group who are now switching from making poppies 

to another community craft project. 

 

Informal lunch 

 

On 18th November, a WRANS informal lunch was held at the 

Ainslie Football club.  The interaction was lively with plenty of 

relaxed banter.  Again, please let Pauline Gribble know if you 

are unable to come due to lack of transport as there are usually 

spare seats in her car.  

 

 

 

Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) Grant sessions 

 

On the 22nd November, Pauline Gribble and Pat McCabe attended the Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) 

grants session held at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, Holder.  The session was both interesting and 

lively.   

 

This session was used as a basis to educate advocates and organisations on how to apply for the various grants.  

However, while there are many different types of grants the WRANS (ACT) do not have insurance, which is one 

criteria that is required to receive certain types of grants.  Up for discussion in our 2019 meetings. 
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NSW WRANS Christmas Lunch 

On the 24th November, 

Trish Goddard (Thurston), 

Heather Milward (Gunner) 

and Pauline Gribble 

attended the NSW 

WRANS Christmas lunch, 

held at St Stephens 

Church, Sydney and 

catered by the ladies from 

the church.   

 

We enjoyed the trip found it 

a worthwhile event to catch 

up with old and new 

friends.  We travelled to 

Campbelltown train station, parked the car and travelled by train into the city.  

Very easy and there is nothing like an early morning road trip with ex WRANS to start the day. 

 

The (ad) venture of the WRANS scarf 

As some of you can attest the WRANS scarf (pictured) was a gift to the ladies who attended the Melbourne 

WRANS reunion in 2014.  While representing the WRANS ACT in different roles Pauline Gribble has been 

wearing her scarf, which many have commented on and asked where they could obtain one. 

 

And so the adventure begins…  

 

Pauline contacted the Victorian WRANS Association on Facebook and explained that she wanted five scarves 

for the WWII WRANS in the ACT WRANS Association to give as a gift.  Without hesitation, the VIC WRANS 

agreed to make/sell more but little did they realise – like Pauline – how big a project it would become.  Pauline 

received the scarves and so did many other ladies.  

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank 

the Victorian 

WRANS Association 

for taking up the 

challenge in 

supplying the scarves 

- we will all forever 

be grateful to them.  
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World War II WRANS 

 

                           

 

There are four World War II WRANS among our numbers in the WRANS ACT Association.  This year we gave 

each one a scarf as a memento of their service.  Liz Watts (NSW WRANS) ensured that Jean Nysen (McKenzie) 

and Elinor Swan (Douglas) received their scarves and Merle Hare (Storrie) received hers at the WRANS (ACT) 

Christmas dinner.  Kerry Holmes (Wallis) will ensure that Florence Heller (St John) receives hers.  

Pauline received lovely notes of appreciation from the ladies.  They were thrilled that we still consider the WWII 

veterans as an important part of our association. 

 

December 

 

Informal coffee morning  

 

On 5th December, an informal coffee morning was scheduled, however, due to ill health I was unable to attend.  

I would like to apologise to those ladies that may have attended and felt abandoned.   

 

Please note:  Informal coffee mornings for 2019 will be on Thursday mornings.  The first Thursday of every 

month commencing 1030 at Tulips in Pialligo.  We recognise that not everyone can attend but if you can come 

along and bring your friends, spouses and relatives – all welcome. 

 

WRANS Christmas dinner – Southern Cross Yacht Club - Yarralumla 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Jean Nysen      

Florence Heller 

Elinor Swan 

Merel Hare 
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On 

5th 

December, Kerry Holmes organised the WRANS ACT Christmas dinner at Yacht Club in Yarralumla.  We were 

fortunate to have a room to ourselves which enabled people to move around and chat among themselves.  By 

agreement of the dinner attendees, it was decided that the 2018 Secret Santa was a donation to a local charity 

Orange Sky Australia.   

 

 

You've helped us provide clean clothes and conversation... Thank You 

Thank you WRANS Naval Women's Association (ACT) for your recent donation of $205 to Orange Sky 
Australia. Your incredible generosity will directly contribute towards clean laundry, warm showers, and 
many hours of genuine and non-judgemental conversation with our friends on the street. 
 
We have added you to our monthly mailing list so you can keep up to date with what Orange Sky is up to and 
new, exciting developments that we have coming up.  Thank you for believing in us and helping us achieve 
our vision of positively connecting communities. 
 
It's the small things like clean clothes and conversation that can have such a huge impact on someone's day 
like Harry, who now has a roof over his head.  "They didn't just provide access to a free laundry service, they 
did much more than that. They gave me friendship, hope and someone to chat with." - Harry 
 
Your donation means so much to us, but so much more to our friends who have come to rely on us.  We look 
forward to updating you throughout the year with Orange Sky stories and the positive impact your donation 
is making to people's lives. 
 
 
Thank you for your support, 
Nic & Lucas 
Co-Founders, Orange Sky Australia 
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Naval Cadets - TS Canberra  

On 7th December, Kerry Holmes attended the parade for Naval Cadets 

of TS Canberra at HMAS Harman.  Kerry presented Cadet Able 

Seaman Mackenzie Brown with a certificate for the top female cadet 

for 2018.   

During 2018, Mackenzie completed Year 10 and was described as a 

diligent, ambitious and focussed person with a future career in the 

Navy.  We wish Mackenzie all the best in her chosen career.  

The WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) sponsors an 

annual award for the female cadet of the year cadet at TS Canberra – 

while previous years it has been a pen set, this year it was a medallion.  

WRNS lunch  

On 9th December, Chris Lamb (McNicol), Trish Goddard, 

Heather Milward and Pauline Gribble attended the WRNS 

Christmas lunch.  This lunch was held at a private home in 

Isabella Plains.  It was a happy and relaxed lunch with 

spouses in attendance.  

The iced fruitcake and pudding with brandy butter were made from scratch and were just yummy. Sorry ladies - 

no leftovers. 

Merle Hare – Happy 99th birthday – 20 January 2019 

Merle turns 99 years old is on 20th January 2019 and we will have a lunch for her at 

the Ainslie football club near that date given that is Merle’s local club.  If you are able 

to come it would be appreciated in helping Merle celebrate this milestone.  We will 

send out an email /Facebook announcement reflecting the date  

2019- Upcoming events 

January 

• 15 January 2019 – Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• Thursday 24 January at 1200 – Ainslie football club – Merle’s 99th birthday  

February 

• 5 February 2019 - Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• 11 February 2019 – AGM – 1800 at the Sth Cross Club Woden 
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The next WRANS reunion will be held in Perth between 27 - 30 August 2020. 

http://www.wranswa.org.au/wrans-ran-perth-reunion-27-30-august-2020/ 
 

WRANS - RAN Women’s Association WA 
 

warmly invites you to Perth for the 2020 National Reunion 

27th August – 30th August 2020. 
 
Expressions of interest to be returned by email to: - reunion2020@bigpond.com 
Or post to 
 
Reunion 2020, PO Box 3094,  

Mandurah East. 6210 
 
Registrations will commence in January 2020. 
 

Name:……………………………………. 
 
Maiden Name:……………………………………….. 
 
Service No:……………………………………….. 
Years of Service:……………………………………. 
 

Contact Details: (Address, email or phone no) 

……………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………….……………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Please pass this Newsletter along to your Navy friends for information. 

WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 
EVENTS PROGRAM 2019 

DATE TIME FUNCTION VENUE RSVP 

Mon 11Feb 1800 

General Meeting  

Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

followed by the AGM and Dinner Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1000 

ANZAC Day March  

TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Please arrive prior to 1000. Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1230 ANZAC Day Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 13 
May 

1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 15 June 1230 Mid-Winter Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 12 Aug 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1100 Annual WRANS Commemoration Service 
WRANS Memorial at HMAS 
HARMAN 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1230 Lunch following Memorial Ceremony TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Mon 11 Nov 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Wed 11 
Dec  

1830 Christmas Dinner TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 2019 
Membership renewals are now due so if you have not already done so, could you please 

pay your annual membership subscription of $20.00 before the next Annual General 
Meeting either by – 
 

cash or by cheque made out to the WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) and 
forwarded to  

 

The Treasurer,  
WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT),  

PO Box 402,  
WODEN ACT 2606  
 
or if you prefer you could pay online by direct transfer. The account details are – 
 

BSB Number    633000  

Account number 120 827 027  

Account name  WRANS - Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 

 
Payee Reference – your Surname/Mship 2019 

 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME JOINING FEE IS $10.00 PLUS THE 
ANNUAL $20.00 SUBSCRIPTION  

(Application Form on website)  
INVITE YOUR NAVY FRIENDS ALONG TO OUR MEETINGS! 

 

Personal Details - New email address – have you moved?    
We need to continually update our contact details so if you have changed address, email 

etc., would you please complete the following and either return it to the Membership 

Secretary, PO Box 402, Woden ACT 2606 or hand it in at the next General Meeting. 
 

PERSONAL DETAILS – UPDATE 

 
Surname   ……………………………………………     Given Names …………………………………………… 

Address    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Telephone (Home) ………………………………….   (Work)  ……………………………………………… 

                (Mobile) ………………………………….  
(Email address) ………………………………………………………………. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONG    
 

WRANS WRANS WRANS WRANS ––––    Naval Women’s Association (ACTNaval Women’s Association (ACTNaval Women’s Association (ACTNaval Women’s Association (ACT) 
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WRANS ACT – Seven WRANS on a trip to the Wild Brumby Distillery – 31st October 2018 
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PO Box 402 

Woden, ACT 2606 
 

President: Mrs Pauline Gribble (McCormick)    Secretary: Mrs Kerry Holmes (Wallis) 

Tel:    0407 039 947           Tel:   0412 122 527 
Email – president@wransact.org            Email – secretary@wransact.org 

Christmas Dinner – Dec 2018 
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2018 - Committee 

• President Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

• Vice President Pat McCabe 

• Secretary Kerry Holmes (Wallis) & Rae Milfull (Cooper) 

• Treasurer Margaret Smith 

• Assistant Treasurer/Membership Chris Lamb (McNicol) 

• Events Co-Ordinator – Kerry Holmes (Wallis) LCDR Sue Wheeler RANR 

• DVA Liaison –Pat McCabe 

• Website Manager - Pat McCabe 

• Facebook - Rose Van Dijk (Wood) 

 

2018 - Committee members 

• Sarra-Jane Gill 

• Sigi Kropp 

 

2018 - Ex-Officio  

• Scrapbook /Librarian -  Sigi Kropp (Engel) 

• Historian – Joan Henstock (Reynolds) 

 

Summary of 2018  

This year has been full of activities and a busy one for all.  On ANZAC Day Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

attended the Centenary of Villers-Bretonneux in France, while the ACT WRANS participated in the By the Left’ 
initiative by marching with the women’s veterans’ contingent. 

 

To encourage social contact we started informal morning teas on the first Wednesday of the month but after 

feedback, we will move the morning tea to first Thursday of the month at Tulips.  The first morning tea will 

be 1030 hours on the 7th February 2019.  In addition, informal lunches will continue to be held on 3rd Sunday 

of each month.  These lunches and morning teas are fun activities and enable members to get together in an 

informal atmosphere and enjoy each other’s company; especially for those who are unable to attend the night 

time activities.  Please note that spouses, family and friends are also welcome to come to the morning teas and 

lunches. 

Unfortunately, some of our members have had injuries during 2018 - Elinor Swan, Beth Roberts and Janice 

Stewart had falls while Rose Van Dijk had a foot operation.  Please take care and let the committee know if we 

can help in any way. 

 

We are now trying to stay in contact with people through Facebook, email and post. 

 

Rehabilitation Medical Authority presentation 

 

November - December 2018 
 

WRANS - Naval Women Association (ACT) 
 

Activities  
 

Events/Representations 
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On 2nd November, Pauline Gribble (McCormick) attended the Rehabilitation Medical Authority (RMA) 

presentation by Paul Murdoch (Registrar, RMA) at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, 27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2606.  The RMA determines the Statement of Principles (SoPs) for any disease, injury or death 

that maybe related to military service based on sound medical-scientific evidence.  RSL advocates and 

representatives from Ex-Service Associations attended the presentation. 

Informal Coffee Morning 
        

 

On 7th November, five of us braved the wet weather to attend the 

informal morning tea at  

Tulips in Pialligo.  The conversation was lively, and the coffee and 

food were good.  Please let Pauline Gribble know if you are unable 

to come due to lack of transport as there are usually spare seats in 

her car. 

62,000 poppies were packed away at the Australian War Memorial 

12th November, Pauline Gribble helped remove the 62000 poppies from the Australian War Memorial (AWM).  

Given the poppies spent five weeks in the open only a few were lost to the weather, however some people who 

viewed the poppies in the ground decided that the poppies would look better in their own homes without payment.   

 

The poppies were cleaned and placed in bunches for sale from the AWM and the proceeds will go to Legacy.  

There is still a collection of poppies on display in Parliament 

House, which will be removed in February 2019. 

General Meeting 
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On 12th November, a general meeting was held at the Southern Cross Club, Woden.  It gave members the 

opportunity to catch up and discuss the relevant issues.  If you would like to attend these meetings and are unable 

to attend due to lack of transport, please let the committee know as we may be able to organise a pickup. 

Women’s Veterans Network Canberra – informal morning tea 

 

 

 

 

 

On 18th November, Janice Stewart (Odgers) and 

Pauline Gribble attended the Women’s Veterans 

Network Canberra (WVNA) morning tea at 

Poppies café at the AWM.  A small number 

attended and we discussed their experiences at 

the Invictus Games in October.  

We also had the opportunity to chat with the veterans craft group who are now switching from making poppies 

to another community craft project. 

 

Informal lunch 

 

On 18th November, a WRANS informal lunch was held at the 

Ainslie Football club.  The interaction was lively with plenty of 

relaxed banter.  Again, please let Pauline Gribble know if you 

are unable to come due to lack of transport as there are usually 

spare seats in her car.  

 

 

 

Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) Grant sessions 

 

On the 22nd November, Pauline Gribble and Pat McCabe attended the Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) 

grants session held at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, Holder.  The session was both interesting and 

lively.   

 

This session was used as a basis to educate advocates and organisations on how to apply for the various grants.  

However, while there are many different types of grants the WRANS (ACT) do not have insurance, which is one 

criteria that is required to receive certain types of grants.  Up for discussion in our 2019 meetings. 

 

  

 



5 

 

NSW WRANS Christmas Lunch 

On the 24th November, 

Trish Goddard (Thurston), 

Heather Milward (Gunner) 

and Pauline Gribble 

attended the NSW 

WRANS Christmas lunch, 

held at St Stephens 

Church, Sydney and 

catered by the ladies from 

the church.   

 

We enjoyed the trip found it 

a worthwhile event to catch 

up with old and new 

friends.  We travelled to 

Campbelltown train station, parked the car and travelled by train into the city.  

Very easy and there is nothing like an early morning road trip with ex WRANS to start the day. 

 

The (ad) venture of the WRANS scarf 

As some of you can attest the WRANS scarf (pictured) was a gift to the ladies who attended the Melbourne 

WRANS reunion in 2014.  While representing the WRANS ACT in different roles Pauline Gribble has been 

wearing her scarf, which many have commented on and asked where they could obtain one. 

 

And so the adventure begins…  

 

Pauline contacted the Victorian WRANS Association on Facebook and explained that she wanted five scarves 

for the WWII WRANS in the ACT WRANS Association to give as a gift.  Without hesitation, the VIC WRANS 

agreed to make/sell more but little did they realise – like Pauline – how big a project it would become.  Pauline 

received the scarves and so did many other ladies.  

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank 

the Victorian 

WRANS Association 

for taking up the 

challenge in 

supplying the scarves 

- we will all forever 

be grateful to them.  
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World War II WRANS 

 

                           

 

There are four World War II WRANS among our numbers in the WRANS ACT Association.  This year we gave 

each one a scarf as a memento of their service.  Liz Watts (NSW WRANS) ensured that Jean Nysen (McKenzie) 

and Elinor Swan (Douglas) received their scarves and Merle Hare (Storrie) received hers at the WRANS (ACT) 

Christmas dinner.  Kerry Holmes (Wallis) will ensure that Florence Heller (St John) receives hers.  

Pauline received lovely notes of appreciation from the ladies.  They were thrilled that we still consider the WWII 

veterans as an important part of our association. 

 

December 

 

Informal coffee morning  

 

On 5th December, an informal coffee morning was scheduled, however, due to ill health I was unable to attend.  

I would like to apologise to those ladies that may have attended and felt abandoned.   

 

Please note:  Informal coffee mornings for 2019 will be on Thursday mornings.  The first Thursday of every 

month commencing 1030 at Tulips in Pialligo.  We recognise that not everyone can attend but if you can come 

along and bring your friends, spouses and relatives – all welcome. 

 

WRANS Christmas dinner – Southern Cross Yacht Club - Yarralumla 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Jean Nysen      

Florence Heller 

Elinor Swan 

Merel Hare 
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On 

5th 

December, Kerry Holmes organised the WRANS ACT Christmas dinner at Yacht Club in Yarralumla.  We were 

fortunate to have a room to ourselves which enabled people to move around and chat among themselves.  By 

agreement of the dinner attendees, it was decided that the 2018 Secret Santa was a donation to a local charity 

Orange Sky Australia.   

 

 

You've helped us provide clean clothes and conversation... Thank You 

Thank you WRANS Naval Women's Association (ACT) for your recent donation of $205 to Orange Sky 
Australia. Your incredible generosity will directly contribute towards clean laundry, warm showers, and 
many hours of genuine and non-judgemental conversation with our friends on the street. 
 
We have added you to our monthly mailing list so you can keep up to date with what Orange Sky is up to and 
new, exciting developments that we have coming up.  Thank you for believing in us and helping us achieve 
our vision of positively connecting communities. 
 
It's the small things like clean clothes and conversation that can have such a huge impact on someone's day 
like Harry, who now has a roof over his head.  "They didn't just provide access to a free laundry service, they 
did much more than that. They gave me friendship, hope and someone to chat with." - Harry 
 
Your donation means so much to us, but so much more to our friends who have come to rely on us.  We look 
forward to updating you throughout the year with Orange Sky stories and the positive impact your donation 
is making to people's lives. 
 
 
Thank you for your support, 
Nic & Lucas 
Co-Founders, Orange Sky Australia 
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Naval Cadets - TS Canberra  

On 7th December, Kerry Holmes attended the parade for Naval Cadets 

of TS Canberra at HMAS Harman.  Kerry presented Cadet Able 

Seaman Mackenzie Brown with a certificate for the top female cadet 

for 2018.   

During 2018, Mackenzie completed Year 10 and was described as a 

diligent, ambitious and focussed person with a future career in the 

Navy.  We wish Mackenzie all the best in her chosen career.  

The WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) sponsors an 

annual award for the female cadet of the year cadet at TS Canberra – 

while previous years it has been a pen set, this year it was a medallion.  

WRNS lunch  

On 9th December, Chris Lamb (McNicol), Trish Goddard, 

Heather Milward and Pauline Gribble attended the WRNS 

Christmas lunch.  This lunch was held at a private home in 

Isabella Plains.  It was a happy and relaxed lunch with 

spouses in attendance.  

The iced fruitcake and pudding with brandy butter were made from scratch and were just yummy. Sorry ladies - 

no leftovers. 

Merle Hare – Happy 99th birthday – 20 January 2019 

Merle turns 99 years old is on 20th January 2019 and we will have a lunch for her at 

the Ainslie football club near that date given that is Merle’s local club.  If you are able 

to come it would be appreciated in helping Merle celebrate this milestone.  We will 

send out an email /Facebook announcement reflecting the date  

2019- Upcoming events 

January 

• 15 January 2019 – Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• Thursday 24 January at 1200 – Ainslie football club – Merle’s 99th birthday  

February 

• 5 February 2019 - Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• 11 February 2019 – AGM – 1800 at the Sth Cross Club Woden 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

The next WRANS reunion will be held in Perth between 27 - 30 August 2020. 

http://www.wranswa.org.au/wrans-ran-perth-reunion-27-30-august-2020/ 
 

WRANS - RAN Women’s Association WA 
 

warmly invites you to Perth for the 2020 National Reunion 

27th August – 30th August 2020. 
 
Expressions of interest to be returned by email to: - reunion2020@bigpond.com 
Or post to 
 
Reunion 2020, PO Box 3094,  

Mandurah East. 6210 
 
Registrations will commence in January 2020. 
 

Name:……………………………………. 
 
Maiden Name:……………………………………….. 
 
Service No:……………………………………….. 
Years of Service:……………………………………. 
 

Contact Details: (Address, email or phone no) 

……………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………….……………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 



10 

 

Please pass this Newsletter along to your Navy friends for information. 

WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 
EVENTS PROGRAM 2019 

DATE TIME FUNCTION VENUE RSVP 

Mon 11Feb 1800 

General Meeting  

Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

followed by the AGM and Dinner Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1000 

ANZAC Day March  

TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Please arrive prior to 1000. Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1230 ANZAC Day Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 13 
May 

1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 15 June 1230 Mid-Winter Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 12 Aug 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1100 Annual WRANS Commemoration Service 
WRANS Memorial at HMAS 
HARMAN 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1230 Lunch following Memorial Ceremony TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Mon 11 Nov 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Wed 11 
Dec  

1830 Christmas Dinner TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 2019 
Membership renewals are now due so if you have not already done so, could you please 

pay your annual membership subscription of $20.00 before the next Annual General 
Meeting either by – 
 

cash or by cheque made out to the WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) and 
forwarded to  

 

The Treasurer,  
WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT),  

PO Box 402,  
WODEN ACT 2606  
 
or if you prefer you could pay online by direct transfer. The account details are – 
 

BSB Number    633000  

Account number 120 827 027  

Account name  WRANS - Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 

 
Payee Reference – your Surname/Mship 2019 

 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME JOINING FEE IS $10.00 PLUS THE 
ANNUAL $20.00 SUBSCRIPTION  

(Application Form on website)  
INVITE YOUR NAVY FRIENDS ALONG TO OUR MEETINGS! 

 

Personal Details - New email address – have you moved?    
We need to continually update our contact details so if you have changed address, email 

etc., would you please complete the following and either return it to the Membership 

Secretary, PO Box 402, Woden ACT 2606 or hand it in at the next General Meeting. 
 

PERSONAL DETAILS – UPDATE 

 
Surname   ……………………………………………     Given Names …………………………………………… 

Address    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Telephone (Home) ………………………………….   (Work)  ……………………………………………… 

                (Mobile) ………………………………….  
(Email address) ………………………………………………………………. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONGMARCHING ALONG    
 

WRANS WRANS WRANS WRANS ––––    Naval Women’s Association (ACTNaval Women’s Association (ACTNaval Women’s Association (ACTNaval Women’s Association (ACT) 

NewsletterNewsletterNewsletterNewsletter    
Volume 9   Issue 6                          December 2018 

 

  

  

 

 

WRANS ACT – Seven WRANS on a trip to the Wild Brumby Distillery – 31st October 2018 

 

     

Newsletter of the WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 
PO Box 402 

Woden, ACT 2606 
 

President: Mrs Pauline Gribble (McCormick)    Secretary: Mrs Kerry Holmes (Wallis) 

Tel:    0407 039 947           Tel:   0412 122 527 
Email – president@wransact.org            Email – secretary@wransact.org 

Christmas Dinner – Dec 2018 
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2018 - Committee 

• President Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

• Vice President Pat McCabe 

• Secretary Kerry Holmes (Wallis) & Rae Milfull (Cooper) 

• Treasurer Margaret Smith 

• Assistant Treasurer/Membership Chris Lamb (McNicol) 

• Events Co-Ordinator – Kerry Holmes (Wallis) LCDR Sue Wheeler RANR 

• DVA Liaison –Pat McCabe 

• Website Manager - Pat McCabe 

• Facebook - Rose Van Dijk (Wood) 

 

2018 - Committee members 

• Sarra-Jane Gill 

• Sigi Kropp 

 

2018 - Ex-Officio  

• Scrapbook /Librarian -  Sigi Kropp (Engel) 

• Historian – Joan Henstock (Reynolds) 

 

Summary of 2018  

This year has been full of activities and a busy one for all.  On ANZAC Day Pauline Gribble (McCormick) 

attended the Centenary of Villers-Bretonneux in France, while the ACT WRANS participated in the By the Left’ 
initiative by marching with the women’s veterans’ contingent. 

 

To encourage social contact we started informal morning teas on the first Wednesday of the month but after 

feedback, we will move the morning tea to first Thursday of the month at Tulips.  The first morning tea will 

be 1030 hours on the 7th February 2019.  In addition, informal lunches will continue to be held on 3rd Sunday 

of each month.  These lunches and morning teas are fun activities and enable members to get together in an 

informal atmosphere and enjoy each other’s company; especially for those who are unable to attend the night 

time activities.  Please note that spouses, family and friends are also welcome to come to the morning teas and 

lunches. 

Unfortunately, some of our members have had injuries during 2018 - Elinor Swan, Beth Roberts and Janice 

Stewart had falls while Rose Van Dijk had a foot operation.  Please take care and let the committee know if we 

can help in any way. 

 

We are now trying to stay in contact with people through Facebook, email and post. 

 

Rehabilitation Medical Authority presentation 

 

November - December 2018 
 

WRANS - Naval Women Association (ACT) 
 

Activities  
 

Events/Representations 
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On 2nd November, Pauline Gribble (McCormick) attended the Rehabilitation Medical Authority (RMA) 

presentation by Paul Murdoch (Registrar, RMA) at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, 27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2606.  The RMA determines the Statement of Principles (SoPs) for any disease, injury or death 

that maybe related to military service based on sound medical-scientific evidence.  RSL advocates and 

representatives from Ex-Service Associations attended the presentation. 

Informal Coffee Morning 
        

 

On 7th November, five of us braved the wet weather to attend the 

informal morning tea at  

Tulips in Pialligo.  The conversation was lively, and the coffee and 

food were good.  Please let Pauline Gribble know if you are unable 

to come due to lack of transport as there are usually spare seats in 

her car. 

62,000 poppies were packed away at the Australian War Memorial 

12th November, Pauline Gribble helped remove the 62000 poppies from the Australian War Memorial (AWM).  

Given the poppies spent five weeks in the open only a few were lost to the weather, however some people who 

viewed the poppies in the ground decided that the poppies would look better in their own homes without payment.   

 

The poppies were cleaned and placed in bunches for sale from the AWM and the proceeds will go to Legacy.  

There is still a collection of poppies on display in Parliament 

House, which will be removed in February 2019. 

General Meeting 
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On 12th November, a general meeting was held at the Southern Cross Club, Woden.  It gave members the 

opportunity to catch up and discuss the relevant issues.  If you would like to attend these meetings and are unable 

to attend due to lack of transport, please let the committee know as we may be able to organise a pickup. 

Women’s Veterans Network Canberra – informal morning tea 

 

 

 

 

 

On 18th November, Janice Stewart (Odgers) and 

Pauline Gribble attended the Women’s Veterans 

Network Canberra (WVNA) morning tea at 

Poppies café at the AWM.  A small number 

attended and we discussed their experiences at 

the Invictus Games in October.  

We also had the opportunity to chat with the veterans craft group who are now switching from making poppies 

to another community craft project. 

 

Informal lunch 

 

On 18th November, a WRANS informal lunch was held at the 

Ainslie Football club.  The interaction was lively with plenty of 

relaxed banter.  Again, please let Pauline Gribble know if you 

are unable to come due to lack of transport as there are usually 

spare seats in her car.  

 

 

 

Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) Grant sessions 

 

On the 22nd November, Pauline Gribble and Pat McCabe attended the Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) 

grants session held at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, Holder.  The session was both interesting and 

lively.   

 

This session was used as a basis to educate advocates and organisations on how to apply for the various grants.  

However, while there are many different types of grants the WRANS (ACT) do not have insurance, which is one 

criteria that is required to receive certain types of grants.  Up for discussion in our 2019 meetings. 
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NSW WRANS Christmas Lunch 

On the 24th November, 

Trish Goddard (Thurston), 

Heather Milward (Gunner) 

and Pauline Gribble 

attended the NSW 

WRANS Christmas lunch, 

held at St Stephens 

Church, Sydney and 

catered by the ladies from 

the church.   

 

We enjoyed the trip found it 

a worthwhile event to catch 

up with old and new 

friends.  We travelled to 

Campbelltown train station, parked the car and travelled by train into the city.  

Very easy and there is nothing like an early morning road trip with ex WRANS to start the day. 

 

The (ad) venture of the WRANS scarf 

As some of you can attest the WRANS scarf (pictured) was a gift to the ladies who attended the Melbourne 

WRANS reunion in 2014.  While representing the WRANS ACT in different roles Pauline Gribble has been 

wearing her scarf, which many have commented on and asked where they could obtain one. 

 

And so the adventure begins…  

 

Pauline contacted the Victorian WRANS Association on Facebook and explained that she wanted five scarves 

for the WWII WRANS in the ACT WRANS Association to give as a gift.  Without hesitation, the VIC WRANS 

agreed to make/sell more but little did they realise – like Pauline – how big a project it would become.  Pauline 

received the scarves and so did many other ladies.  

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank 

the Victorian 

WRANS Association 

for taking up the 

challenge in 

supplying the scarves 

- we will all forever 

be grateful to them.  
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World War II WRANS 

 

                           

 

There are four World War II WRANS among our numbers in the WRANS ACT Association.  This year we gave 

each one a scarf as a memento of their service.  Liz Watts (NSW WRANS) ensured that Jean Nysen (McKenzie) 

and Elinor Swan (Douglas) received their scarves and Merle Hare (Storrie) received hers at the WRANS (ACT) 

Christmas dinner.  Kerry Holmes (Wallis) will ensure that Florence Heller (St John) receives hers.  

Pauline received lovely notes of appreciation from the ladies.  They were thrilled that we still consider the WWII 

veterans as an important part of our association. 

 

December 

 

Informal coffee morning  

 

On 5th December, an informal coffee morning was scheduled, however, due to ill health I was unable to attend.  

I would like to apologise to those ladies that may have attended and felt abandoned.   

 

Please note:  Informal coffee mornings for 2019 will be on Thursday mornings.  The first Thursday of every 

month commencing 1030 at Tulips in Pialligo.  We recognise that not everyone can attend but if you can come 

along and bring your friends, spouses and relatives – all welcome. 

 

WRANS Christmas dinner – Southern Cross Yacht Club - Yarralumla 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Jean Nysen      

Florence Heller 

Elinor Swan 

Merel Hare 
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On 

5th 

December, Kerry Holmes organised the WRANS ACT Christmas dinner at Yacht Club in Yarralumla.  We were 

fortunate to have a room to ourselves which enabled people to move around and chat among themselves.  By 

agreement of the dinner attendees, it was decided that the 2018 Secret Santa was a donation to a local charity 

Orange Sky Australia.   

 

 

You've helped us provide clean clothes and conversation... Thank You 

Thank you WRANS Naval Women's Association (ACT) for your recent donation of $205 to Orange Sky 
Australia. Your incredible generosity will directly contribute towards clean laundry, warm showers, and 
many hours of genuine and non-judgemental conversation with our friends on the street. 
 
We have added you to our monthly mailing list so you can keep up to date with what Orange Sky is up to and 
new, exciting developments that we have coming up.  Thank you for believing in us and helping us achieve 
our vision of positively connecting communities. 
 
It's the small things like clean clothes and conversation that can have such a huge impact on someone's day 
like Harry, who now has a roof over his head.  "They didn't just provide access to a free laundry service, they 
did much more than that. They gave me friendship, hope and someone to chat with." - Harry 
 
Your donation means so much to us, but so much more to our friends who have come to rely on us.  We look 
forward to updating you throughout the year with Orange Sky stories and the positive impact your donation 
is making to people's lives. 
 
 
Thank you for your support, 
Nic & Lucas 
Co-Founders, Orange Sky Australia 
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Naval Cadets - TS Canberra  

On 7th December, Kerry Holmes attended the parade for Naval Cadets 

of TS Canberra at HMAS Harman.  Kerry presented Cadet Able 

Seaman Mackenzie Brown with a certificate for the top female cadet 

for 2018.   

During 2018, Mackenzie completed Year 10 and was described as a 

diligent, ambitious and focussed person with a future career in the 

Navy.  We wish Mackenzie all the best in her chosen career.  

The WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) sponsors an 

annual award for the female cadet of the year cadet at TS Canberra – 

while previous years it has been a pen set, this year it was a medallion.  

WRNS lunch  

On 9th December, Chris Lamb (McNicol), Trish Goddard, 

Heather Milward and Pauline Gribble attended the WRNS 

Christmas lunch.  This lunch was held at a private home in 

Isabella Plains.  It was a happy and relaxed lunch with 

spouses in attendance.  

The iced fruitcake and pudding with brandy butter were made from scratch and were just yummy. Sorry ladies - 

no leftovers. 

Merle Hare – Happy 99th birthday – 20 January 2019 

Merle turns 99 years old is on 20th January 2019 and we will have a lunch for her at 

the Ainslie football club near that date given that is Merle’s local club.  If you are able 

to come it would be appreciated in helping Merle celebrate this milestone.  We will 

send out an email /Facebook announcement reflecting the date  

2019- Upcoming events 

January 

• 15 January 2019 – Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• Thursday 24 January at 1200 – Ainslie football club – Merle’s 99th birthday  

February 

• 5 February 2019 - Exec meeting – 1800 hours 

• 11 February 2019 – AGM – 1800 at the Sth Cross Club Woden 
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The next WRANS reunion will be held in Perth between 27 - 30 August 2020. 

http://www.wranswa.org.au/wrans-ran-perth-reunion-27-30-august-2020/ 
 

WRANS - RAN Women’s Association WA 
 

warmly invites you to Perth for the 2020 National Reunion 

27th August – 30th August 2020. 
 
Expressions of interest to be returned by email to: - reunion2020@bigpond.com 
Or post to 
 
Reunion 2020, PO Box 3094,  

Mandurah East. 6210 
 
Registrations will commence in January 2020. 
 

Name:……………………………………. 
 
Maiden Name:……………………………………….. 
 
Service No:……………………………………….. 
Years of Service:……………………………………. 
 

Contact Details: (Address, email or phone no) 

……………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………….……………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Please pass this Newsletter along to your Navy friends for information. 

WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 
EVENTS PROGRAM 2019 

DATE TIME FUNCTION VENUE RSVP 

Mon 11Feb 1800 

General Meeting  

Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

followed by the AGM and Dinner Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1000 

ANZAC Day March  

TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Please arrive prior to 1000. Ph:  0412 122 527 
    

Thu 25 Apr 1230 ANZAC Day Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 13 
May 

1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 15 June 1230 Mid-Winter Lunch TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  

  

Mon 12 Aug 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1100 Annual WRANS Commemoration Service 
WRANS Memorial at HMAS 
HARMAN 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Sat 19 Oct 1230 Lunch following Memorial Ceremony TBA 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Mon 11 Nov 1800 General Meeting and Dinner Southern Cross Club Woden 

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527 

  

Wed 11 
Dec  

1830 Christmas Dinner TBA  

To secretary@wransact.org  

Ph:  0412 122 527  
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 2019 
Membership renewals are now due so if you have not already done so, could you please 

pay your annual membership subscription of $20.00 before the next Annual General 
Meeting either by – 
 

cash or by cheque made out to the WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT) and 
forwarded to  

 

The Treasurer,  
WRANS – Naval Women’s Association (ACT),  

PO Box 402,  
WODEN ACT 2606  
 
or if you prefer you could pay online by direct transfer. The account details are – 
 

BSB Number    633000  

Account number 120 827 027  

Account name  WRANS - Naval Women’s Association (ACT) 

 
Payee Reference – your Surname/Mship 2019 

 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME JOINING FEE IS $10.00 PLUS THE 
ANNUAL $20.00 SUBSCRIPTION  

(Application Form on website)  
INVITE YOUR NAVY FRIENDS ALONG TO OUR MEETINGS! 

 

Personal Details - New email address – have you moved?    
We need to continually update our contact details so if you have changed address, email 

etc., would you please complete the following and either return it to the Membership 

Secretary, PO Box 402, Woden ACT 2606 or hand it in at the next General Meeting. 
 

PERSONAL DETAILS – UPDATE 

 
Surname   ……………………………………………     Given Names …………………………………………… 

Address    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Telephone (Home) ………………………………….   (Work)  ……………………………………………… 

                (Mobile) ………………………………….  
(Email address) ………………………………………………………………. 
 


